
 

 
 

DETERMINATION OF NONSIGNIFICANCE 
 
Name of Proposal: SINLAHEKIN MAINTENANCE & IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 
 
Description of Proposal: This project will provide the first of several improved pedestrian 
trails on the Sinlahekin Wildlife Area giving access to hunters, hikers, fisherman and anyone 
who enjoys viewing nature.  Much of the proposed works’ design is influenced by ADA needs.  
Overall, this proposal would contribute to recreational opportunities in Okanogan County.  
Approximately eight miles of trails will be prepared in phase 1 and 2; most of these trails will be 
within two hundred feet of a lake, creek or river. 
 
Activity 1 Phase 1 Trail---Forde to Conners Lake 
No fill material will be used to construct the trails.  However, 1500 feet at 5' wide by 2" thick = 
50cy of "paving" material will be used for ADA access located on existing gravel road and 
graveled areas.   
 
Activity 2 Phase 2 Trail---Blue Lake Trail 
At Blue Lake: a 40’ footbridge and 25’ of boardwalk is proposed as the trail continues south.  
Two 24” culverts (or alternative bridging or boardwalk) will be placed at ephemeral washes 
along the proposed trail.  The total length of the trail will equal 39,560 linear feet.  New trail over 
existing gravel or dirt roads will equal approximately 13,000 linear feet.  New trail over existing 
dirt path will equal approximately 1,800 linear feet.  Trail over access road will equal 
approximately 6,925 linear feet.  New paved ADA trail on existing gravel road will equal 
approximately 900 linear feet.  Trail over access road will equal approximately 6,925 linear feet.  
Boardwalks and bridges will equal approximately 65 linear feet.   
 
Activity 3  Conners Lake Recreational Improvements 
At Conners Lake: a viewing stand (8’x8’ covered concrete pad); a fishing dock that will extend 
12-feet over the water and include two 10-inch diameter piles; replace fiberglass privy with a 
concrete vault privy in the same foot print with an ADA parking spot, all accessible on ADA 
standard trail.   The Conners Lake portion of the project consists of blocking off an existing road 
and creating ADA trails along the existing road.  ADA trails will be 5 feet wide and made of 
crushed gravel.  Trails will access a new wildlife viewing hut at the edge of the lake and a fishing 
pier which would extend approximately 12 feet into the lake, and be supported on piles. 
 
Activity 4—Bridge Decking Replacement at Wildlife Headquarters 
At Sinlahekin Headquarters, the access bridge, 16’ long by 17’ wide is to be resurfaced.  Wood 
decking will be replaced with similar wood decking 
 
 

State of Washington 
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 

Mailing Address:  600 Capitol Way N - Olympia, Washington 98501-1091 - (360) 902-2200, TDD (360) 902-2207 
Main Office location: Natural Resources Building - 1111 Washington Street SE - Olympia, WA 

WASHINGTON DEPARTMENT 
OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 

FINAL DETERMINATION OF 
NON-SIGNIFICANCE 

February 23, 2006 



Proponent: Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, Engineering Division, 600 Capitol 
Way North, Olympia, WA 98501-1091-Contact: Curtis Wambach, (360) 902-8367 
 
Location of Proposal, including street, if any: Sinlahekin Wildlife Area, Washington, 
Okanogan County; Section 35, Township 36 North, Range 25 EastWM 
 
Lead Agency: Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 
 
The lead agency for this proposal has determined that it does not have a probable significant 
adverse impact on the environment.  An environmental impact statement (EIS) is not required 
under RCW 43.21C.030(2)(c).  This decision was made after review of the completed 
environmental checklist and other information on file with the lead agency.  This information is 
available to the public on request. 
 
This DNS is issued under WAC 197-11-340(2); the lead agency will not act on this proposal 
for 14 days from the date of issue below.  Comments must be submitted by: February 22, 2006 
 
Responsible Official: Teresa A. Eturaspe        

   
Position/Title: SEPA/NEPA Coordinator, Regulatory Services Section 
 
Address: 600 Capitol Way North, Olympia, WA 98501 
 
Please contact: Teresa A. Eturaspe  Phone: (360)  902-2575  Fax: (360) 902-2946 or   
e-mail:habitatSEPA@dfw.wa.gov if  you have questions or comments about this determination. 
 
DATE OF ISSUE:  February 8, 2006 SIGNATURE:                                                                               
 
 

SEPA Log Number: 06 -008. dns   
 
 
 
 
 
Distribution of Environmental Document: 
 
Department of Ecology, Environmental Review Section, Olympia 
Department of Natural Resources, SEPA Center, Olympia 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Upper Columbia River Basin Field Office, Spokane 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Seattle 
NOAA-Fisheries, Seattle 
Okanogan County Planning Department, Okanogan 
Okanogan Board of Commissioners, Okanogan 
Yakima Nation, Toppenish 
Colville Confederated Tribes, Nespelem 
WDFW, Habitat Program, Region 2, Ephrata 
WDFW, Fish Program, Region 2, Ephrata 
WDFW, Wildlife Program, Region 2, Ephrata 
 


